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NEXT WFC MEETING –  
� Sat. 6th October 2012 – Committee Meeting 11.00am; $5 lunch at about noon. 
� Please check the Flying Club website for all upcoming events as this is constantly updated. 
{The Club Breakfast defaults to the second Saturday of the month, and the Committee Meeting / Lunch to the last Saturday of 
the month (unless circumstances force an alteration)}.  (All members are welcome to attend the Committee Meetings as well as 
Lunch). 

 
President’s Report: 

 
Another month gone by – and so another month closer to the 
arrival of our new aircraft. At the present time it seems to be 
sailing on a ship around the Mediterranean, stopping in at a 
number of different ports including one in Spain, and filling up with 
other containers bound for Australia and New Zealand before 
travelling via the Suez Canal.   ETA Tauranga is 12 November. 
 
We haven’t had much interest in WTF but I am starting to think, 
does it really matter if it doesn’t sell? It would be a real 
convenience to the members to have a back-up for our trips away 
- especially for South Island trip fly-aways when we never have 
enough aircraft.  With the good job Lou is doing organising trips 
away, I’m sure we will be having a lot of fly-aways this summer.  I 
know people really enjoy fly-aways and I believe we could afford 
to have two aircraft and still have money in the bank in due 
course.  I invite members to have a good think about this – do we 
have two nice Eaglets we can fly or do we have only one Eaglet 
and a lot of money in the bank whilst we sit back and just watch 
this as we grow old.  (The old story is, you can’t take it with you!) 
 
It was really good to note the club trip to Ardmore went ahead to 
see the Mosquito in action. When I left for work at 6am on 
Saturday morning the cloud and mist was that bad I could not see 
down the harbour - but fortunately it did work out and all four 
aircraft made it.  I hear Mark and John who had not previously 
been to Ardmore handled it very well.  Lou, Shaun and Drew will 
no doubt have photos and a further report on the Ardmore trip.  
 
After a month of designing and getting different opinions we have 
managed to get the two signs up which helps to form the merger 
with NDAC – these signs look very smart.   Thanks to Lou, John 
and Bruce for giving a hand to get them up, it was a bit of a major.  

 
The flying hours for September were good, just under 40 hours 
which equates to about $4,500 which is also good considering all 
the strong winds we had during September.  Roll on November 
when we take delivery of our new plane! 
 
Happy and safe flying.          
Bob 
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CFI’s Report: 

 
Hi everyone  

 

Well another month has slipped by and Christmas and summer is knocking on the door.  The new aircraft is 

scheduled to arrive in Tauranga on the 18
th

 of November (Bob says 12
th

 , but what the heck, sometime around 

then! Ed.) - and then has to be shipped to Auckland for assembly and registration.  We haven’t got a confirmed 

delivery date yet but we should have it well in time for Christmas.  This is perfect timing with summer just around 

the corner and we can look forward to some really excellent flying.  Now is the time to get current again so you 

are all ready to go when the newbie arrives.  Just give any of the instructors a ring to make a booking.  

 

On the technical front there were a few bad chips on WTF’s prop this month.  This is due to pilots either doing run 

ups or using high power settings on the newly sealed taxi way leading to our hangar.  Please be aware that there is 

still quite a bit of loose chip in this area that just gets sucked up into the prop and causes damage.  Please avoid 

any operation that will cause you to use a high power setting in this area. (Unless it’s an emergency of course.)  

 

On another issue we had a problem with the horizontal stabiliser on WTF as well this month.  Basically one of the 

nylok nuts had come loose causing excessive play.  At the time of writing this article the bolts have been scheduled 

to be replaced and should have been completed by the time you read this.  Please be sure however that you keep 

a careful eye on this in your pre-flight check and check both sideways movement as well as up and down 

movement on the tail plane.  If you detect anything out of the ordinary please ground the aircraft and contact me 

or another instructor. (Look for the blue paint on the securing bolts to ensure no change has occurred.) 

 

Another issue that has come up this month is the problem of plug leads popping off the spark plugs.  This has 

happened on the front right hand side top plug.  Mark Norgate has replaced the plug cap and this has solved the 

problem.  Once again though please keep a careful eye on this during your pre-flight and also after flight to ensure 

one hasn’t popped off.  

 

On the maintenance issues we often don’t recognise the massive effort from our maintenance IA’s Mark Norgate 

and Jack Maxwell.  Without these guys your flying would be a lot more expensive and we are extremely lucky to 

have such dedicated members willing to donate their time and expertise. Thanks chaps.  

 

John Shaw (Ex-president NDAC.) has advised me that a final transfer of around $12000 has been made from the 

Northland Districts Aero Club to the WFC club account.  The NDAC has now been officially wound up with all assets 

been transferred to the WFC.  A huge thanks to John Shaw and the NDAC committee for making this happen.  I 

know how long this has taken and the huge amount of work that has gone into it.  Well done guys.  

 

Anyway that’s it from me. 

 
Happy and safe flying. 
Cheers 
Shaun 
 
  

____________________ 
 

 
Editorial: 
 
Well, it’s got to be all about the Mosquito Launch Flight, hasn’t it?! 
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Air show traffic ground to halt 
By Matthew Theunissen   The New Zealand Herald 
11:42 AM Saturday Sep 29, 2012  
 

South Auckland motorists are facing an infuriating traffic jam this morning as cars crawl to an air show at 

Ardmore Airport. 

Senior Sergeant John Yearbury, of Counties Manukau Police, said there was a 3km traffic queue on the 

roads around the airport. 

The motorists are flocking to the de Havilland Mosquito Launch Spectacular, which was due to start at 

10am. 

"It's probably moving about as fast as they're letting cars into the air show - I guess about three cars per 

minute," Mr Yearbury said. 

Herald photographer Greg Bowker said it took him about an hour to travel two or three kilometres. He had 

given up on going to the show and turned around.   (He should have flown! Ed.) 

"It's way worse than the traffic you'd get to a show at ASB show grounds." 

Traffic was "chock-a" as far as the eye could see in all directions.   (But WE were there!! Ed.) 

 
For those of you who couldn’t make it I’m putting together a video on DVD from some of the film I took.  I 
might even get this done before the meeting … and might later get some onto YouTube as well… 
 
A shorter version of my video is also (possibly) going to be posted on the AvWeb site together with a 
podcast with the owner (they say…) 
 
They say pictures speak louder than words, so here are some pics from Ardmore… but first a few links… 
 
History of Mosquito video.  (The Amiens Raid was by New Zealand Squadron) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pf5IQEqQ8Ec&feature=g-vrec  
 
One of the best pre-flight write ups I found was in the Aucklander of 16th August… 
http://www.theaucklander.co.nz/news/restored-mosquito-to-fly-september2012/1506052/  
 
… and one of the interviews held over the speaker system at Ardmore was with a man, now 73, who at 
the age of 15 in 1955 spent a few days with his uncle, where he was given the job of helping to break up 
4 Mosquito aircraft that his uncle had bought for scrap.  They mentioned a famous photograph taken at 
the time, of him standing by a Mosquito, axe in hand!  I looked it up.  Check out photos 7 & 8 (and then 
spend the next hour reading and browsing the rest of the article!).  He thinks some may have been 
airworthy!  Heavens!!  Enjoy!  (or cringe…) 
http://rnzaf.proboards.com/index.cgi?board=Airshows&action=print&thread=11950  
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… and just to show we were really there …                            … and able to get up close … ! 

 
 
… enough said … 
 
                                   Drew 
 

____________________ 
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PILOTWORKSHOPS.COM 

 
Water Landings  

In A Land Plane 

Featuring Wally Moran  
 

Subscriber Question: 

"Can you provide any general tips about over water flying and ditching a land 

airplane." - Luis H. 

 

Wally: 

"Not a pretty thought, water landings in a land plane. Lots of issues to think 
about. For example...getting out after landing, floatation devices, survival and 
hopefully rescue.  

If you have to do it, naturally land as close to 
shore or a potential rescue vessel as possible. 

Depending upon the type of aircraft you are 

flying, you may be floating on the surface or 
upside down and sinking fast after landing. 

Just figuring out which way is up may be one 
of your biggest problems.   
If your POH has any guidance of course follow 

it. Generally retractable gear airplanes should 
land gear up. Again generally if you are flying 

a high wing airplane you will likely turn over 

as soon as the gear hits the water.   
If you are planning any significant overwater 

flying, you need the appropriate flotation gear 

- life vests, rafts and rescue gear. Not only do 

you need to have it on board, you need to be 
able to get to it and know how to use it.   

If you survive all the foregoing, you now need 

to worry about survival. This is one thing 
when flying over water around the Bahamas 

and another if flying over Lake Michigan in 

January. Your time of survival in conditions like that is very short and needs great 
attention as part of your route planning. 

 

Overwater flying in a single engine land plane has many additional risk factors but 

as in all flying, this risk can be significantly reduced with proper equipment and 
planning." 

 
____________________ 
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Drew’s News from around the Web: 
 

MIT Drone Navigates On Its Own 
A research team at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology has designed an autonomous airplane that is 

able to follow an internal map through a parking garage and navigate successfully, avoiding obstacles, 

without the use of GPS. The airplane, which has a wingspan of about 6 feet, has to determine where it is 

on the map in real time, using data from sensors it carries on board -- a laser rangefinder, gyroscopes and 

accelerometers. It also has to deduce its orientation, velocity and acceleration. To keep track of its position 

relative to the map at any moment, the airplane has to calculate 15 different values, according to MIT. 

Aeronautics professor Nick Roy, head of the research team, said they chose to work with a fixed-wing 

aircraft instead of a helicopter because it can fly longer and farther, but also because it presents "a more 

complicated and interesting problem." The airplane is going much faster than a rotorcraft, it can't go 

sideways or hover, and it can stall if it goes too slow. The researchers now plan to develop technology that 

will enable the airplane to build a map of its environment on the fly. "There are definitely significant 

challenges to be solved," says Adam Bry, a graduate student working on the research. "But I think that it's 

certainly possible." 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kYs215TgI7c  

___________________ 

 
 

SHORT FINAL 

Royal Flying Doctor Service was flying a B200 IFR out of Broken Hill, Australia and had a young student doctor 
in the right seat, who was unfamiliar with flying and for whom English was a second language. As the flight 

progressed, the pilot noticed the student becoming more and more uncomfortable and, after a normal landing, 
noted an undue amount of relief on the student's face. 

Pilot: 
"Why are you so relieved?" 

Student Doctor: 
"Because we survived the emergency." 

Pilot: 
"Err, what emergency?" 

Student Doctor: 
"You know. I heard you on the radio talking about 'my big dilemma.'" 

(She had misheard the call sign "Mike Victor Lima" ... . 

 

 
____________________ 
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