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NEXT WFC MEETINGS –  
� Sat. 24th November 2012 – Committee Meeting 11.00am; $5 lunch at about noon. 
� Sat.  8th December – Flying Club Christmas Dinner, but no other meeting in December … so 
� Sat. 15th December – Flying Club Breakfast 8am onwards. 
� Sat. 26th January 2013 – Committee Meeting 11.00am; $5 lunch at about noon. 
� Please check the Flying Club website for all upcoming events as this is constantly updated. 
{The Club Breakfast defaults to the second Saturday of the month, and the Committee Meeting / Lunch to the last Saturday of 
the month (unless circumstances force an alteration)}.  All members are welcome to attend the Committee Meetings and Lunch. 
 

President’s Report: 

 
The new plane has finally arrived – it should be ready to bring 
back soon from Tauranga, and Giovanni managed to get NZ Maps 
fitted into the GPS at Tauranga so there’s no need to go to 
Ardmore for this.  If Shaun and Mark are available they could 
perhaps take Eaglet WTF down, Bruce and I could perhaps take 
down another plane with Bruce then bringing back WTF and 
Shaun and Mark bringing back WCF after we have checked it out 
thoroughly to make sure we are getting what we paid for.  
 
We are not having much luck with the sale of WTF – every time 
we get someone really interested they seem to pull out at the last 
minute. 
 
We have just had the one trip away this month and that was to 
Raglan.  Quite disappointing we only had one aircraft go down 
since it was a nice and sunny day, too.  
 
Bruce and I will be taking WCF away some time late November-
early December – down around the East Cape.  If anyone else 
wishes to come along in another aircraft they are welcome.  It will 
be a two day trip which should take us to Whakatane, Gisborne, 
Napier and Taupo – with an overnight stay at Napier or Taupo. 
 
WTF has been doing good hours lately, over 40 hours last month 
and close to 40 hours this month which gives the Club a good 
turnover.  The downside is the motor on WTF is getting closer to 
its TBO. 
 
John Shaw has bought a Cherokee 6 which is a 6-7 seater –  
presently undergoing its annual checks and a good tidy-up – and 
that will be handy if we go away on trips where we are short of 
aircraft. 
 
Mike Chubb brought down a big container of old archives from 
NDAC which I have put in WFC Clubrooms for people to look at.  
Some of the stuff dating back to 1936 is very interesting. 
 
Safe and happy flying,                                  
Bob Foster 
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CFI’s Report: 

 
Hi guys  
  
I hope this finds everyone well and happy.  Well the most exciting news as you already know is that the 
new Eaglet has landed and is currently being assembled in Tauranga.  Hopefully we can take delivery in 
the next couple of weeks.  I expect quite a bit of demand initially so please get your bookings in 
soon.  You will need to be checked out on the glass cockpit first and once I’ve got to grips with it myself I 
will more than likely run a mini ground seminar on it.  I will update you on the plan once we have it 
finalised.  
  
In the interim you can go to the Dynon web site at http://dynonavionics.com/docs/SkyView_Video.html 
and work your way through the video tutorials.  Please take the time to do this so that you are familiar 
with the interface when the aircraft arrives.  Other than that everything else should be very similar to 
WTF.  
  
On another point I would like to bring up the issue of licensing, currency and medicals.  I have just 
received my SAC subscription renewal and this has prompted me to raise this point.  The SAC renewal 
includes a medical declaration whereby you declare that you are fit and health to fly and do not suffer 
from any illness or are not taking any medication that may affect your ability to fly.  Furthermore you 
undertake to ground yourself if your medical condition changes and that change affects your ability to 
fly.  This is very important and even cold and flu medication can seriously affect your flying performance.  
  
It is every pilot’s individual responsibility to ensure that their medicals are current, their medical status is 
not compromised, their licence and BFR is current and their membership to RAANZ and SAC is 
current.  Furthermore our club has a 30 day currency policy that all club members must adhere to before 
flying a club aircraft.  If you haven’t looked at your licence lately I would urge you to give yourself a quick 
audit and ensure you comply with the rules.  
  
If you are unsure of anything please let me know so we can work through it.  If you are taking any 
medication that may compromise your medical status please let me or your instructor know.  
  
As we lead up to Christmas we ramp up the trial flight marketing and I am pleased to report that since the 
beginning of November to now we have sold 20 trial flights.  This is our bread and butter and not only 
does it keep the aircraft airborne but it is an invaluable tool to raise awareness of our club and encourage 
new members to join.  We can all sell trial flights to our friends and family and who better to do it than 
people fanatical and excited about flying. With Christmas coming up why not consider a trial flight as a 
Christmas gift for a friend or loved one.  I have trial flight brochure cards available free of charge that you 
can place in your businesses or place of work if that’s allowed, or just to give to your mates.  There is a 
box in the office so please just help yourself to those.  
 
Other than that I can’t wait to see our new baby.   
 
Fly safe everyone. 
Cheers 

Shaun 

 
 Shaun Sutherland 
Chief Flying Instructor  

0272-201-343 

 
Whangarei Flying Club 

www.wfc.org.nz  
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Editorial:   Raglan Fly away: 

 
Yes, just the one aircraft went to the Black Sands Fly-in at Raglan.  
A very pleasant trip with John Clarke at the controls, and an 

opportunity to have a 
squint at the amazing art 
works at Alan Gibbs Farm 
at Kaipara Harbour.  
 
 If you get the chance to fly 
down this way it’s well 
worth a look.  The artworks, by various artists, are HUGE, and 
difficult to scale from the air.  These photographs were taken from 
1,000ft and about a mile away!! 

 
 
Moving on to Raglan, there were about 80 aircraft there. In 
fact they had underestimated the turnout and had to 
scramble for more food for the BBQ!   
 
One of the stars, for me, was this Corby Starlet sheltering 
its RC baby under its wing.  Aaaaaah; cute !!!  This one is 
TNT, “because it goes like a bomb”, and its companion 
(another ‘real’ one, not the baby) is TOY !  They later took 
off together in line astern and it was interesting to see that 
the following aircraft seemed to get caught in the wake 
turbulence of the lead one and struggled to climb at first. 

 
Raglan became a busy little airfield for a while, and at one 
time I counted 12 aircraft taxiing or holding to take off while 
others were landing. 
 
Here’s one coming in perhaps a tad low, but still clearing the 
fence. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We sat in on the briefing for the beach landings, 
which this year were on Gibson’s Beach some 8 
miles North of Raglan, but we didn’t join in the fun 
on the beach in WTF.  We did take the 
opportunity to fly over, however, just so I could 
take a photo.  When I took this there were 14 
aircraft on the ground, and the one on the 
waterline doing a low level fly-past. 
 
 
 
 
We flew down the West coast, but crossed over to the East for the return.  Well prepared flight plans by 
John made this easy, and a very enjoyable day all round. 
 
Drew 
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Coming Events (from NMC Newsletter – thank you) 
 
�NMC & PAC combined Pre Christmas BBQ Flyin. West Auckland Parakai Airfield. 
Saturday December 8th. 10-00 am onwards. Reduced landing fee of $5. Sossies provided. All welcome. 
(Please remember to use the recently introduced frequency of 123.50) 
 
2013 
�Wings Over Wairarapa. Hood Aerodrome, Masterton. Fri 18th to Sun 20th January. 
http://www.wings.org.nz/ 
 
�New Zealand International Air Show. North Shore Saturday 26th January to Monday 28th 
(Auckland Anniversary Weekend) http://www.nzairshow.com/ 
 
�ARDMORE SHOWDOWN Wings & Wheels. 2nd & 3rd March. http://www.ardmoreshowdown.co.nz/ 
 
�Classic Fighters – Omaka. March 29th – 31st (Easter) http://www.classicfighters.co.nz/ 
 
�Remembrance Day. WW1 Air Show Hood Aerodrome, Masterton, Saturday 27 April. 
http://www.wings.org.nz/ 

____________________ 
 

 
 
 
How could I NOT include 
this stunning photo of the 
Mossie and Vampire 
passing Skytower!   
 
And the photo was taken 
from the back seat of the 
two seater Spitfire.  How 
cool is that !! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Short Final 
“A friend of mine is a helicopter instructor in Arizona, and a student of his is approaching the cross-

country flight portion of flight training. My instructor friend received this text from his student a few days 

ago:” 

Hey, you've got me down for a cross-country to TBD. Where is it? I can't find it anywhere!  

 
 

H A P P Y    F L Y I N G 
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